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EDITORIAL

“Everyone says”, “Everybody thinks”,
are words uttered quite often by our elected
councillors or by those running various
organisations, or especially those
campaigning for (or often against) some
cause or other. We suggest they are ill-
advised, even dangerous, words because
they are never true. Even in cases where
public opinion is strong, in this
independent corner of the country you’ll
find some (frequently 50 percent!) who
take the opposite view. It is easy to listen
only to those who agree with us! Planning
issues and more recently out-of-hours
doctors’ cover are good examples. While it
is perfectly reasonable to cite difficulties, it
is far better if these can be accompanied by
suggestions of improvements (some of
which have been made and taken on
board.) But certainly not everyone follows
the same line, and to see these issues in the
wider context is always an exercise worth
doing. Maybe we should say “I think... I
wish everybody else thought the same!”

“It’s a disaster” etc. etc. are words we
employ when faced with changes we’re not
keen on, or to describe for example, the
work going on in Hawes main street with
the ensuing disruption. The trouble here is
that bad news spreads fast. “No good
coming to Hawes, you can’t get to the
shops.” “There’s dust and noise
everywhere” Self-fulfilling gloom! We
have to admit that it is a long and tedious
job and businesses have suffered, residents
been inconvenienced and it’s a wonder
there have been no serious accidents. But
why not see this as a great opportunity?
“You should see how Hawes is looking
with its great new street”. There is a great
chance to jump on this band-wagon; when
the dust has gone, for shops etc. to re-
furbish their fronts, to take on a new lease
of life and to “talk up” Hawes as the place

to visit, easier to walk round especially
with push chairs and wheelchairs. If we
dare say this: compare it to Leyburn. There
might have been misgivings about the
arrival of the railway there again, but as
recorded on national Radio 4 a couple of
weeks ago, there is now great optimism in
the town, very good increases in business
profits (some knock-on effects not
expected) and, it has to be said, quite an
up-market feel to the place, and a splendid
Food and Drink Festival. Places, like
individual businesses, never stand still; it’s
either up or down.

“It’s the fault of the Parks” etc. Have you
noticed that when we want to moan, the
Yorkshire Dales National Park becomes
plural! All authorities make errors of
judgement. If we lived elsewhere there
would be some council or other getting it in
the neck. But in this 50" year of the
YDNPA it really is worth spending a few
moments considering how fortunate we
are. As we have said before, visit non-
designated areas of beauty to see what goes
on. Visitors and officials, apparently, who
come from other countries cannot believe
how, in Britain, we seem not to value our
national parks, the “jewels in the crown” of

our countryside. This is even more
surprising when we consider how
populated this country is and what

pressures there are to despoil the unique
landscapes we possess, and desperately
need as quiet breathing spaces.

As you can see, this has all been about
the power of words. Go on, give it a whirl,
talk things up not down this month. Or be
accused, as they say of us thousands of
miles away, of being “ a whingeing Pom”!



GAYLE MILL IN 'REALITY TV
PROGRAMME'

T.V., radio and newspaper articles have
featured the news of the inclusion of Gayle
Mill amongst the 21 contenders taking part
in the forthcoming series to be seen this
summer on BBC2.

On April 1st the BBC team filmed Gayle
Mill and the dam for the entry, when
interviews were done with Brian Alderson,
the previous owner of the mill and Mary
Dinsdale, his sister and Tony Routh who
was an apprentice at the mill.

Over the weekend May 8/9th, some other
local residents found themselves involved
in the actual filming of the programme.
The theme of the filming was to re-create
the late 1700 period of Oswald Routh,
builder and founder of the mill. He lived at
Force Head Farm, now the home of Dale
and Brenda Watering. The house still has
most of its original features and was used
to film scenes of Oswald "at home'. The
whole house was commandeered, although
much of the scenes to be seen on TV will
be of the breakfast room depicted as his
changing room (he was well renowned for
frequent changes of clothing). Dale and
Brenda also became actors for the
weekend, being dressed in period costume
as local "knitters'.

Other locals, including lan and Norma
Fowler and Denise Hartill, found
themselves temporarily removed from their
homes in Hargill, which was covered in
straw whilst the TV crew shot film of
Oswald and a dozen geese (brought in from
Driffield along with their farmer owner,
who was also dressed according to the
role).

A further visit will be made by the TV
crew, along with personality Griff Rhys
Jones to finalise the presentation. There are
financial and publicity benefits from this
type of programme, so a plea to all readers,
watch the programme but DON'T

FORGET TO VOTE FOR THE MILL!!
P.S. - a web site is now open on the mill
which includes a page for 'Friends of Gayle
Mill'. Have we any readers who have the
skills to manage the web page on behalf of
Friends? - Contact Peter Burrage on
650726 if you can help P.HJ



MOTOR VEHICLES ON
GREEN LANES

ne of the most distinctive features

of the Dales landscape is the

network of green lanes that cross
the fellsides, often connecting dale with
dale. These tracks evolved centuries ago
for the passage of animals, pedestrians and
a few horses and carts. Until recently they
were used by farmers who need them to get
to their pastures, and horse-riders, pedal
cyclists and walkers, all of whom enjoyed
both the intrinsic beauty of the lanes and
the access they give to the peace and
tranquillity of the high fells. All this is
changing, due to an archaic residue in
highway law.

The law says that if you can show that,
maybe centuries ago, a particular track was
legally open to horses and carts, then you
may, equally legally, take a motor vehicle,
of any size, along that track. It may seem
astonishing, but the legal passage of a
horse and cart along a green lane in 1804
really does legally guarantee the passage of
a convoy of motorbikes or 4x4s in 2004, no
matter whether or not the track is capable

yhdoy

W.I.P.S. MINI BUS

*Used 5 days a week to bus the

elderly from the surrounding area to the day

centres in Bainbridge.

*Equipped with a lift for the disabled we are
a 13-seater minibus.

* Available for private hire evenings and
weekends at a cost of 60p per mile.
*We are a voluntary society and are greatly
in need of new members, the only
commitment being attendance at two
meetings per year.

* Anyone interested
can contact Ann Hall on 650284.

PLEASE, WE NEED YOUR HELP!

of sustaining motor traffic. Residents and
visitors to the Dales see the consequences.
Tracks across the moors that were once
grassy are now morasses. Fellsides that
were once peaceful and quiet are now
regularly disturbed by the sound of revving
engines.

The National Park Authority receives
more complaints about recreational motor
vehicles on the fellsides than on any other
problem, but it is powerless to do much
about it, even though it has the statutory
duty to protect and enhance the
environment within its care, and wants,
therefore, to close green lanes to
recreational motor vehicles. But its hands
are tied. The only effective remedy is in
the hands of North Yorkshire County
Council (NYCC), and they are reluctant to
apply it. They are empowered to impose
‘Traffic Regulation Orders’ (TROs) on
green lanes. These orders prohibit
recreational vehicles and allow only those
motor vehicles belonging to people with a
genuine need for access — farmers,
gamekeepers etc. After about 3 years of
lobbying, NYCC have recently imposed
four experimental, 18 month, TROs on
green lanes in the Craven District of the
Dales. If there were sufficient impetus
from residents, perhaps NYCC could be
persuaded to impose similar orders in
Wensleydale, and eventually, throughout
the national park.

People who take their vehicles on to the
green lanes are not, with a few exceptions,
hooligans.  Off-roading is a legal and
exciting pastime. Riding a motorbike, or
steering a 4x4 across rough country, and
facing the challenge of getting completely
bogged down and of dragging the vehicle
out by main force or by a winch, is part of
the attraction. Look in any of the
magazines devoted to the pastime and
you’ll see pictures of the sort of conditions
that off-roaders relish. The representatives



of recreational vehicle users try to persuade
the public that their activity is harmless.
Any damage to the green lanes, they argue,
is due to agricultural vehicles or to lack of
maintenance by the highway authority.
Further, they argue that visitors who come
to the Dales on their motorbikes and 4x4s
in order to drive across the fellsides, put
money into the Dales economy. They even
try to argue that they don’t make much
noise and don’t make much of an impact
on the peace and tranquillity that the
national park was set up to preserve.
Lastly, they point to repairs that they have
voluntarily made to damaged tracks.

The arguments are feeble. Anybody who
has been out and about in the Dales during
the past ten years or so will have seen and
heard for himself or herself the impact that
motorbikes and 4x4s are having. There are
many photographs of the state of green
lanes as they used to be. When these
photographs are compared with the present
dire state of many of the lanes, the
conclusion is inescapable: the damage has
been caused by the huge increase in the
number of recreational vehicles. And the
financial argument is even feebler. If the
people who at present take their motor
vehicles onto the fells really love the green
lanes, they’ll leave their vehicles in the car
park, take to the lanes on their feet, on a
push bike, or on a horse, and spend just as
much money in the cafés and pubs. If, on
the other hand, they come only to drive
their vehicles across country, and wouldn’t
come anywhere near Wensleydale if their
activity were forbidden, they and their
money will not be missed. As for
voluntary repairs to tracks, if you go to
Deadman’s Hill in Nidderdale, you’ll see
that the repairs that won recreational
drivers a lot of favourable publicity have
swiftly deteriorated, due to the volume of
motor traffic that the repairs have attracted.

Throughout the Dales, concern about the

following

damage and nuisance caused by moto
vehicles has been steadily mounting.
A couple of years ago, farmers, grouse
moor owners, mountain-bikers, fell-
runners, archaeologists, naturalists, bed-
and-breakfast proprietors, and many others
met and founded an alliance dedicated to a
single, simple aim:- the ancient, unsealed
green lanes of the Yorkshire Dales
National Park and the Nidderdale Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty should be
closed to recreational motor vehicles. If
you’d like to find out more about the
Yorkshire Dales Green Lanes Alliance,
write to YDGLA, The Civic Centre, Cross
Green, Otley, LS21 1HD, or look at the
website, ydgla.co.uk.
M. Bartholomew

An ICM poll, conducted 5 -7 March 2004,
asked the following question (among
others):
Do you agree or disagree with the
statement. 'The use of
recreational motor vehicles on rights of
way in national parks, and other areas of
outstanding natural beauty should be
banned so that people can go there for
quiet recreation, and so that the peace and
tranquillity of the countryside can be
preserved for future generations.’
The agreement (ranging from 'agree’
slightly' to 'agree strongly'), was 87%.

Any group or society in Wensleydale
which would be interested in a talk or in
staging a debate is invited to make contact
with the address above.



14 FREE DAY OUT

for Wensleydale female workforce

With over 220 members, *WorcNet’ is able
to offer information, advice and guidance
to women who may be looking to return to
work, education or training, or who may
even be thinking of self-employment but
don’t know where to start.

WorcNet is a rural women’s networking
organisation based in Skipton but covers
the whole of North Yorkshire. Together
with the Rural Stress Information Network
and the Churches Regional Commission,
WorcNet is hosting this major event to
promote their services to women in the
Wensleydale area.

This free, one-day event will take place
on Wednesday, June 16th at the Dales
Countryside Museum, from 09.30 am -
4.30 pm. A buffet lunch will be provided
and support with childcare will be available
(this must be pre-booked with event organ-
isers).

There will be inspirational women speak-
ers who will tell their own stories and
workshops presented by members of the
network. There will also be an exhibition
of agencies offering information, advice
and guidance.

If you are interested in attending please
contact Debi Hawkins on 01756 692788 or
07966 105540 for a booking form.

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

IN THE YORKSHIRE DALES

The Sustainable Development Fund was
launched in 2002 to challenge organisa-
tions individuals and businesses to come
forward with new ideas for achieving a
more sustainable way of living in the coun-
tryside. The fund is administered by the
Yorkshire Dales Millennium Trust on be-
half of the Yorkshire Dales NPA.

During the past year or so the fund has
made possible a number of projects. You
may have seen the ‘Little Bus with Big
Ideas’ during its 10-day tour of the Dales

last summer dispensing advice about re-
newable energy technology suitable for
domestic use. Secondly, a part-time officer
has been employed by the Yorkshire Wild-
life Trust from Sustainable Development
Funds to work with local people and visi-
tors to engage more people with wildlife in
the Park. A third project is the topically
named ‘I’m a City Dweller, Get Me Out
of Here’ which aims to demonstrate how
accessible are the Dales by public trans-
port.

Funding is also being provided for the
production of five new low cost pocket
walking maps for visitors to Dales towns
and villages. The project hopes to increase
access to the Dales by encouraging people
to walk in the area who might otherwise
not, owing to lack of map reading skills or
because of the cost of buying both maps
and walk books.

For more information on the Sustainable
Development Fund contact the Yorkshire
Dales Millennium Trust on 015242 51002

WE MET THE EARNSHAWS

Friends of the Dales Countryside Museum
had another most entertaining evening last
Friday, as Bernadette Atkinson and hus-
band presented ‘“Respectable Family Cloth-
ing”, a talk and display representing a typi-
cal middle class family (“The Earnshaw’s”
— just for fun - father, mother, children
and baby) of about 1884, when attention to
detail, and how you looked (never mind
how awful or strapped up you might have
felt!) was all important.

The immaculately preserved costumes
are part of Bernadette’s huge collection
amassed over many years. Husband, Mi-
chael, with his, at times, deadpan readings
of 1880s etiquette was a perfect foil for her
lively presentation; a great couple and a
great evening prompting interesting ques-
tions, especially about the clothing usually
invisible! A.S.W.



MORE TRAINS SOON!

Engineers and contractors have been busy
on the Wensleydale Railway during May,
putting in passing loops to double the
number of trains that can run on the line.

Work has mainly been carried out at
night, after the 5.30pm train from Leyburn
has returned to Leeming Bar. However
there will be no trains on the following
dates so that work can continue in the day-
time too: Monday June 7th - Friday June
11th and Monday June 21st - Wednesday
June 30th.  Trains WILL RUN from
Saturday May 29th - Sunday June 6th and
from Saturday June 12th - Sunday June
20th. See box opposite
Days Out With Thomas
Ever popular Thomas & Friends will be
coming to Leeming Bar on Saturday June
12th and Sunday June 13th. Come and
watch him get up-to-tricks with his friends.
Hopefully Sir Topham Hatt, the Fat
Controller, will be able to keep all things
well! Further details from Hawes National
Park Centre, Leyburn station or by phoning
the WR Ticketline on: 08454 50 54 74.
50th Anniversary date
April 24th was the 50th anniversary of the
last through train on the 40 mile
Wensleydale line, from Northallerton to
Garsdale. To mark this occasion, a special
train ran the full length of the existing
track, namely the 22 miles from
Northallerton to Redmire. All seats were
booked within five days of the
announcement of the excursion so the train
was doubled in length and left
Northallerton at the ‘'historic time' of the
last evening train from Northallerton in
1954..

Ten passengers from the original train
were on board, including Mr. Derrick
Appleton, the fireman in 1954. Local
passengers who deserve a special mention
for commemorating the anniversary were

WENSLEYDALE RAILWAY
Trains run until Sunday June 6th;
& Saturday June 12th
to Sunday June 20th
The attractive 12 mile journey takes

about 45 minutes
Departure times:
From Leyburn: 11.30; 13.30; 15.30; 17.30
From Leeming: 10.30; 12.30; 14.30; 16.30

For details of group bookings and other
information ring the ticketline:
0845 505474
Or Leyburn Station: 625182

Rita Craske - wearing an elegant summer
hat and floral print dress - and Anne
Holubecki, who was wearing her school
gymslip and carrying her hockey stick.
Both of these passengers posed for many
photographs during the afternoon and their
pictures appeared in several newspapers
the following day. Ruth Annison

.BIRTHDAY TREAT
The function room at the Wensleydale
Creamery was full the night Jim Spensley
celebrated his 60th birthday.

"I was overwhelmed by it all. I want to
thank everyone who helped to make it such
a successful night."

And he was delighted that £1,087.50 was
raised thanks to many generous donations.
This will be shared between the special
intensive care units at St James Cook and
the Friarage hospitals, the Bainbridge
nursery extension funds and Askrigg play
group.

He especially thanked Colin Bailey and
Sharon Spensley for all they did to
organise the event which included a disco,
and the band, Ray and the Teenbeats, for
charging hardly anything. He thoroughly
enjoyed the surprise arranged by Colin and
Sharon which provided him with an
opportunity to make music with the band.



‘T’CLUB IS LOOKING FOR NEW
MEMBERS!

he Askrigg Equitable, Benevolent,

and Friendly Society was formed on

4 March, in 1809 and has survived
long after other similar groups. It is
flourishing today with over 100 full
members and over 30 social members, but
is still wanting more men to join.

What is this ancient organisation?

During the late eighteenth and nineteenth
centuries life in Britain had undergone
dramatic changes as industrialization and
population increase affected both town and
country dwellers, and life became harsher.
Parish support had been given to the poor,
but later only to those in workhouses, such
as at Bainbridge (now High Hall)
Friendly
ocieties  were
stablished ~ when
he problem of the
oor became acute.
y 1800 there were
ver 7,000
ocieties. In the old
orth Riding of
orkshire  there
ere 69 societies.
ost of these have
ow disappeared,
ut those
remaining serve a valuable, though mainly
social function, especially in rural areas. In
the light of recent discussions concerning
privately funded pensions and the future of
the National Health Service, it may be that
self help, rather than full reliance on state
care, will resume a new importance and see
a revival in friendly societies.

The society started with 25 members and
was known locally as ‘t’Club’. Joseph
Lodge a founder member bought the King’s
Arms hotel and was keen to see the society
succeed. He built the adjoining Assembly
Rooms, where he allowed the upper room

to be used as Club Room.

By 1815 there were 148 members, from a
cross section of occupations, and achieving
its aim to protect its members against
unemployment, illness and the spectre of
pauperism. By 1880 it proudly claimed it
had spent £10,000 on benefits of the
members, and not one of its members had
claimed poor relief. Membership has fallen
at times to under 50, but recruitment
campaigns have seen it recover several
times with many young people joining.

The lower age limit is 16 years and the
upper limit is now 45 years for full
membership. There have to be enough men
who are relatively healthy, who are less
likely to call upon the society’s funds, and
who can afford to pay subscriptions to
support benefits for sickness, old age and
death. There is no age limit for honorary
members, as they cannot claim the benefits.
Subscriptions were kept as low as possible,
so as many people could join as possible. In
1809 the quarterly subscription for a full
member was 3s 0d and in the year 2000 was
£2.50.

The benefit paid in 1832 was 4s a week
for sickness, and by 1999 was £22.75. In
1832 2s 6d was paid for blindness, £5 for
reaching the age of 70, £4 for the death of
the member, and £1.10s for the death of the
member’s wife. These benefits have no
longer been paid since 1989.

There was an annual sports day with
trotting races, and races from 120 yards to a
mile and the Garlands Fell race, all with
generous prizes until the 1920s.
Occasionally dances and events were held
to raise money for the community.

The was an annual feast day where all
members living within a 10 miles radius
had to attend. The day started at 10am with
a parade, led by a band, a church service,
the AGM and dinner, sports and
entertainment.. This now only consists of a
parade on the first Thursday in June from
the King’s Arms at 6.30pm, a service,



JUNE GARDENING

gardens are safe from frost. Once the

possibility of a sharp snap has passed
it’s time to bring out those tender summer
plants and put them into borders, hanging
baskets and tubs. This, together with the
leafing of the trees and the arrival of swifts,
swallows and martins, gives a real sense of
summer. Growth is at such an incredible
rate; nothing appears to stand still so
there’s always plenty to do in this busy
month.

In the vegetable plot sowings of french
and runner beans can continue. Savoy
cabbages can be started off ready for next
spring. Autumn crops of carrots can go in
whilst any gaps in between can be filled
with a quick harvest of lettuce, radish or
spring onions. Outdoor tomatoes can go
into their beds or grow bags in a warm,
sheltered, sunny spot. Any sign of black
fly aphids that appear on the tips of broad
beans should be nipped off sharp before the
plants become too infested. Otherwise a
prompt spray with a suitable insecticide
will stop too much damage. This treatment
also applies to any other serious aphid
invasion that appears.

Flowering shrubs are at their best this
month, Genista (broom), Spiraea, Weigela,
Philadelphus (mock orange), Viburnum
and Abelia. Lower down there are
Geranium, Campanulas, Lupins, Nepetas
and Paeonies and many, many more.
Whilst out and about visiting gardens it is
handy to make a note of anything desirable.
It’s much better to judge the real thing in
situ rather than relying on a book or
catalogue.

Whilst there is all this blaze of colour
around it’s worthwhile considering a
couple of plants that provide good foliage/
background texture. One is the water or
flag iris and, in particular, /ris

In the Dales it is not until June that

pseudacoruss  ‘Variegata’  has lovely
foliage colour in June. Its tall, striking
young leaves are pale cream to yellow
striped with green making a real eye-
catching accent to a border. It normally
likes riversides or pond edges but any
moisture-retentive  soil will do.  Rich
yellow flowers then appear throughout the
month as the leaves turn totally green but
remain handsome in shape.

Another plant worth considering is
Euphorbia (spurge or milkweed) and, in
particular, the varieties with almost
luminescent flower heads of vivid yellow
and green. E. wulfenii is a tall, statuesque
variety, but E. polychroma performs
equally well on shorter stems. Both give
an excellent display from February to June.
Once the flower heads have gone over the
stems can be cut right down to the base and
new growth soon appears. These eye-
catching plants are just the lift a border
needs sometimes.

Other jobs to do are staking and tying in
any perennials or climbers and dead-
heading those that have flowered. The old
flowers and foliage of hellebores can be cut
off this month, save for a few seed heads
that can be left to self-seed, however the
new baby plants may not be true to the
original. Another simple way of getting
free plants is by layering climbers such as
clematis, Akebia (chocolate vine) or
honeysuckles. If a branch is pegged down
into soft loam it soon roots and can then be
potted up and severed from its parent.

Hopefully we can look forward to warm,
sunny days spent pottering in the garden
appreciating the flowers, blossom and
scents that are all around. Somehow this
month flies past so it’s good to be outside
enjoying the fruits of our labour while they
last. Happy gardening. Peduncle



SWALEDALE FESTIVAL 2004

24
¢ are delighted to welcome a
host of musicians and artists to

the Dales. This year sees a
focus on Brass music, as the Reeth and

Muker Bands combine on the opening

night to give the first performance of a new

Festival commission for Double Brass

Band by Swedish composer Fredrik

Hégberg. The Festival will also play host

to Foden’s Brass Band and the young

David Childs — Brass Finalist of the BBC

Young Musician Competition in 2000.

Other highlights include Emma Kirkby
who will be performing with lutenist
Jakob Lindberg, and the Fitzwilliam
String Quartet. We give a Scandinavian
flavour as we welcome a variety of artists
from Sweden including soprano Anna
Hanning, percussionist Johan Erikson
and pianist Johan Frost.

Popular chamber music includes concerts
by the Dante String Quartet and members
of the New London Chamber Ensemble.
This year alone we have seven world
premieres.

One of the greats of Congolese Music,
Papa Noel, will be delighting audiences
with his modern rumba sound. Jackie
Leven will also be performing his unique
style of music, “Celtic Soul”. A Festival
tradition, the Street Theatre Day on bank
Holiday Monday May 31* offers a whole
host of performers. The Festival
continues its work with schools, this year
providing the opportunity for children to
learn more about brass instruments through
workshops led by the ensemble Onyx
Brass, Tubalaté and Travelling by Tuba.
Folk duo Smallpiper will also play in
schools.

There is the popular Art in the Pub and
an array of exhibitions.

To book tickets for all events call 01748
880019 or call in to any of the ticket outlets in
Reeth, Leyburn, Richmond and Hawes.
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DECLINE OF THE YELLOW
WAGTAIL
in the Yorkshire Dales

The Royal Society for the Protection of
Birds has begun research into the dramatic
recent decline of the Yellow Wagtail
within the Yorkshire Dales. The research
will be carried out during the summer by
an RSPB field researcher who is based in

*Bainbridge, working together with staff
of the Yorkshire Dales National Park
Authority.

The Yellow Wagtail is a relatively small
bird that breeds in meadows and other
areas of grassland, the male is very
distinctive, being bright yellow with a long
tail that, as you would expect, wags up and
down continuously. Their habit of standing
on walls or fence posts, particularly on
sunny days, makes them fairly easy to spot.
The female is somewhat more drab, with a
greyish brown back and a hint of yellow on
the underparts.

Historically the Yellow Wagtail was
considered a relatively common bird within
the Yorkshire Dales with an Ornithologist
of the day describing them as “generously
distributed in the western Dales” and
“especially abundant” in Wharfedale. More
recently, however, surveys carried out have
identified a worrying decline. In 1990 there
were up to 28 pairs in Swaledale and
Arkengarthdale, by 2000 there was just 1
pair. It is a similar story in Littondale with
up to 15 pairs recorded in 1990 declining to
only 4 pairs in 2000. In fact it appears that
during the 1950s the major populations
were concentrated in the lower areas of the
river valleys whereas the opposite is true
today.

Changes in farming practice have
resulted in a reduction in the number of
meadows in the dales, down by three
quarters since 1800. Earlier hay cutting
dates and the increase in silage use may be
a factor in the decline of this species;



however it is too easy to jump to this
conclusion without proper study. It is
important that the work being carried out
by the RSPB and the YDNPA can identify
the full causes of the decline and, working
with farmers and landowners, hopefully
stop this fantastically beautiful bird from
vanishing altogether from this, also
fantastically beautiful area of Britain. N.B.
A yellow wagtail seen at Lobla Dub, Hawes;
May 23rd by keen local bird-watcher, Mary.

THE PURPLE BALLOON

Deflated and shrivelled balloons, snagged
in hedgerows or blown into some corner of
a field, are not an uncommon sight around
the Dales, so it was not a complete surprise
when we spotted one when out for a Bank
Holiday weekend walk at Thornton Rust.

You could tell at a glance that this one
was different. For a start, it was dark
purple and its top was covered in tiny
white stars. Attached to its string was a
'bow-tie' of paper which, on closer
inspection turned out to be a US one-dollar
bill. Yes, this one was clearly different!
Scribbled on the bill was, "If you find me,
email...." Out of curiosity I e-mailed and
was rewarded with a reply within a day.
The balloon had been released in Orlando,
Florida, about three weeks before we
chanced upon it.

If not something of a record, this party
balloon had certainly covered a remarkable
distance - at least 7000 km without
bursting! Next time you see a balloon in
the hedge, take a closer look, you never
know where it may have come from.

Michael Thomson
Thornton Rust
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SURGERY NEWS

Out of hours service

There has been a change to the way you
access this service. If you telephone either
surgery out-of-hours, your call will be
automatically redirected to the North
Yorkshire Emergency Doctors’ call centre
in York. A voice message will tell you that
your call is being redirected. If you are not
calling about an urgent medical problem,
please hang up at this point. If you are
calling about an urgent problem, stay on
the line and the call handler will pick up
your call. Alternatively, you can telephone
the call centre directly on:- 01904 621 621
The out-of-hours period is 6.00pm -
8.30am Monday — Friday, & all weekend
& bank holidays.

Catterick Primary Care Centre

Some patients seem unsure about where the
Emergency Doctors’ primary care centre is
located within Catterick Garrison. The
Primary Care Trust is busy putting together
a further information leaflet, which will
include a map. There is a video playing at
Hawes and Aysgarth surgeries showing the
way to the centre. The directions are
simple. Coming into Catterick Garrison
along the Tank Road from Redmire /
Leyburn, you will come to a large
roundabout. This is where many of you
may have turned left to go shopping at
Tesco. Instead, proceed straight on at this
roundabout, as if going towards the Al.
Next, there is a mini-roundabout where you
go straight on, past the row of small local
shops on your left. At the end of this row
of shops is a set of traffic lights. Move into
the right-hand lane, ready to make the right
turn alongside the perimeter fence of the
Duchess of Kent Hospital. Having turned
right at the lights, take the next right turn
into the hospital grounds, where the
civilian security guard will meet you. This
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person will direct you through the grounds
to the Primary Care Centre. You and your
car will be perfectly safe within this
security-controlled environment.

Minor Injuries

I have been asked to clarify the position
regarding minor injuries services. Here is a
summary of what is available locally:-

The Central Dales Practice Tel. 667 200
Hawes & Aysgarth surgeries. Open
08.30am-6.00 pm Monday to Friday. A
doctor-led service that can deal with all
minor injuries except suspected bony
fractures. You may be asked to attend
either Hawes or Aysgarth surgery
depending upon which doctor is on duty.
The Friary Hospital, Richmond. Tel
01748 822 109

Open 8.00am — 6.00pm Monday-Friday,
8.00am — 4.30pm Saturday & Sunday. A
nurse led service that can deal with most
minor injuries except suspected fractures
and lacerations requiring stitching. The
Friary hospital is next to the Co-Op
supermarket in Richmond.

A&E, The Friarage Hospital,
Northallerton. Tel 01609 77 99 11

Open 24-hours a day, 7 days a week. Can
deal with any minor injury, including
suspected fractures.

(There are minor injuries units at the Lambert
Hospital at Thirsk, & at the Harewood practice at
Catterick Garrison. I have not given details of these
due to their opening times & locations overlapping

with the services above. )

Which of these units you choose may
depend on where you are when you sustain
the injury. In general, we would suggest
using the Central Dales Practice during the
week, and the Friarage A&E out of hours.
The Richmond unit is available during the
day at weekends, but cannot stitch deep
lacerations. If you are not sure how to deal
with a minor injury out-of-hours, please
call the emergency doctor service. The
emergency doctor will offer you advice



about first aid, and direct you to the most
appropriate service. The emergency doctor
primary care centre at Catterick Garrison does
not treat minor injuries, so please do not just turn
up there.

Building Works

From June 1%, the treatment room at Aysgarth
surgery will be closed for 2 weeks. Builders will
be working to create an improved facility that
will have direct access to the car park for the
disabled and ambulance cases. There will be
temporary facilities for consultations with nurse
Diane Brough, but you may find that car parking
is more restricted than usual.

If you have any questions, comments or
concerns about the services we provide, please
do not hesitate to call on 667200 or
Clive.West@gp-b82045.nhs.uk

WEST BURTON SCHOOL NEWS

Week Ending 14™ May 2004

This week we have had new playground
markings painted (to complete our grounds
development project) such as: netball court,
chess and number square, number snake,
hopscotch and a road. These have been a real
success; the little ones are driving their toy cars
up and down the road, swerving in and out of the
road signs!

In the Wensleydale football tournament on
Friday 30™ April, the A team, from West Burton,
(the Burton Albion) were very successful. The
team were unbeaten in four games (with three
wins and a draw) and were elated.

The teeth grinding, dreaded SATs week has
finally passed, the nerves were rattling when the
papers were placed down in front of us students.
But all was overcome and the week passed very
quickly. Luckily Mr. Blyton had us well
equipped with the long but useful 3-week
booster sessions. I think we all sat in our chairs
shaking like a drill, but I also reckon we all
passed with flying colours. Although bellowing
moans and groans were passed to each other
throughout the brain-racking 4 weeks, it’s all
over now so sit back, recline and put your feet up
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it’s a well-deserved rest! The rest applies for all
of us, even the teachers who have been working
as hard as the children have been preparing the
booster sessions. For those of you who have a
week of SATs still to come, don’t worry, we’ve
all got to do them and no more worrying they
pass in no time at all.

The KS2 topic in science this term is Water
and we shall be having some exciting outings
such as the outdoor education day on Friday 11"
June where we will be doing activities such as:
ghyll scrambling, caving and many more this
should be a great experience for KS2. These
events should be successful and very pleasant for
all KS2. Also the KSI class’s topic is Toys.
They are going on a day out to Bainbridge
School to spend time with the infants. These
excursions should be a very rewarding end to the
SATs week

Charlotte Jackson, Year 6 (age: 10)

FLS

Some of the year 5 pupils of West Burton School
have been doing an English programme called
FLS over the last twelve weeks.

What does FLS stand for?
Further Literacy Support.
improve our writing skills.

How did we do it? We had FLS books and
worked through three different modules. They
were a mythical story, a VIP advert and an
intergalactic encyclopaedia (report writing).

How has it improved our writing and reading?
It has improved by making us faster and more
persuasive, better at writing reports and we now
always check over our pieces of work. We are
also faster at reading!

What we enjoyed about it? We all thought that
it improved our writing and the best module was
the mythical story one, which linked into our
class topic of Ancient Greece. Overall it was
great fun!

FLS stands for
We did this to

Hannah Yeadon, Year S (age 10)



30 YEARS OF WALKS FROM
SETTLE-CARLISLE RAILWAY

FFrienhs
Guided&ettle-Warlisle Line walks
from the Settle-
Carlisle Railway have been operating for
thirty years and special events will mark
the anniversary, mainly during June.
Walks will take place every day during the
week of the June S5th to 12th and will
include:

* Ribblehead Tours - archaeology around
Ribblehead Viaduct

* History walks - why man came to occupy
the Dales.

And during June and July:

* Nature trails - view the flora, fauna and
natural history.

* Geology walks - how the landscape was
shaped.

Exhibitions will be at Settle, Ribblehead
and Appleby stations between June 3rd and
June 15th and at the National Railway
Museum Railfest in York from May 29th
to June 6th.

On Saturday June 12th, the 08.49 Leeds-
Settle-Carlisle train, carrying celebrating
walkers, will be flagged away from Leeds
station by television weatherman Jon
Mitchell.

These walks are in addition to the normal
programme of year-round guided walks
exploring the stunning scenery of the
Yorkshire Dales, Cumbrian Fells and
Hadrian's Wall. All walks connect with the
use of the Settle-Carlisle line and take
place on Saturdays, Sundays and some
weekdays.

Three leaflets can be obtained by sending
an s.a.e. to: Ruth Evans, 49 Kings Mill
Lane, Settle, BD24 9FD or from Tourist

ASKRIGG SCHOOL VISITS

Information Offices.

(A selection from the pieces sent in)
Mill Ghyll
Wind calm and cool.
All the beautiful colours.
Twittering birds singing tunes in the trees.
Every flower is out in the sparkling sun.
River running until it twirls.
Fluttering butterflies in the air.
Around us the flowers scented the air.
Ladybirds puttering along.
Lovely bluebells bobbing in the breeze.
Niamh Anne Sheehan year 3

Walk to Mill Ghyll
We went to Mill Ghyll today to look at all
the flowers. We saw a carpet of blue bells.
Other flowers were blooming on the banks.
We saw a wasp nest in a tree and a stream
at the bottom of the precipice . There were
a few red campions and some forget me
nots. We counted 29 different species of
wild flowers. My favourite plant was red
campion. The whole class enjoyed
themselves. We all went to see the
waterfall that makes the stream flow. When
we went along the bridge we saw a stone
that looked like an egg.

Ben, year 3 and Stephen, year 4

-

q

Askrigg School
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Minibeasts

A lady came to tell us about minibeasts. She
showed us ladybirds, butterflies, moths, bees,
wasps, slugs, woodlice, caterpillars, hedgehogs,
birds, shrews, moles and spiders.

She told us that ladybirds liked nettles because
they wouldn't get hurt by predators.

Butterflies are only different to moths because
moths have an extra hook on their legs. She told
us that bees can only sting once, but then they
die. Wasps can sting as many times as they want.

Slugs need water, otherwise they will dry up
and die. Woodlice live in the bark on trees and in
woods. Caterpillars are very good at
camouflaging themselves.

We learnt a lot of new information from the
talk and the slides.

Alice Bell Year 4

We were visited by SOARR (Scotton Owl And
Raptor Rehabilitation), they brought three birds
— Basil the Barn Owl, Barty the Tawny Owl and
a huge Eagle Owl called Xena. The whole
school was involved; here are some thoughts
from our youngest children:

“The big owl kept flapping its wings” — Jack,
age 5

“The small owl was nice, white and fluffy” —
George, age 4

“The big owl flew off its perch. It had a chain
on its leg. It was a bit funny!” — Finn, age 5
“The barn owl was really soft — I stroked it. It
followed the visitor’s finger around by moving
its head” — Emily, age 5

“I think the owls were good because they were
good at flapping!” — Simon, age 5

“I look after birds — I’'m helping to look after
Basil. I’d like to hold one. Basil’s feathers are
white, light brown and dotty” — Georgia, age 5

FEELS LIKE HOME.

"As I ride out on my bike in the evenings, I see
the Dales differently now to how I used to. When
you've been away to a town where there's
nothing to look at and you come back...well, I
can understand where artists get inspiration
from."

Nigel Lawson was talking about his return to
Hawes where he has taken up work again at
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Wensleydale Press after an (unbelievable!)
absence of nine years. A little bit shy at first to
talk, I convinced Nigel that the Newsletter is
always keen to get a perspective on the Dales
from a 'fresh pair of eyes'.  Nigel grew up in
Bedale and first came to Hawes to work in 1988.
He became a useful member of the community
being a Parish Councillor and a school governor,
even treading the boards in the H.A.O.S. He
left Hawes in 1995 and has been running his own
business in Staffordshire wuntil family and
business brought him back. "It is the constant
noise of city life," he went on, "Also, in a large
town you never really get to know your
neighbours. Here, you soon know everyone,
although I must say it took me a few minutes to
recognise some familiar faces, with the passing
years!"

He is a skilled and much appreciated pair of
hands at the Press, but says that he intends to
keep a much stricter working day.  "Before, if
there was a job to do, I used to stay on and do it
but now, after a hard day’s work, I'm off, and
exploring with my bike. My kids (Kate and
Mike) love it here too." I asked Nigel if he had
been struck by any particular changes to Hawes.
After pausing for thought he said that a big part
of the pleasure of returning was that everything
was re-assuringly the same. "The same people
working in Spar, Basil selling cheese, and
White's having a Sale! 1 was perhaps too busy
to appreciate my surroundings before, or maybe
because I had always lived around here, I took it
for granted. Now, when I have ridden to a high
place and I look down on the river, the houses
and all the lights, I feel that I've come home, and
I intend to stay."

Nice to have you back Nigel!

S.H



38 WHAT’S ON LISTING

TRANSFER THESE DATES ON TO YOUR CALENDAR NOW!

28 SWALEDALE FESTIVAL BEGINS
See article on page 24

30 Pentecost; Whit Sunday

30 Guided walks Hawes Town Trail.
Meet at the Museum 11.15 am or
2.15 pm Distance about 4km

30 Hardraw Teas etc. See box

30 It’s a Knockout; See box

30 Marsett Chapel ‘Singalong’ 8.00 pm

31 Bank Holiday

31 WEST BURTON FAIR 1.00-5.00pm

31 Guided walk West Burton circular.
Meet Aysgarth N. Pk. Centre 2.00 pm
31 ASKRIGG SPORTS
June
1 Coffee and Stalls Hawes Methodist
rooms from 10.00 am
5-12 Celebration walks from Settle to
Carlisle railway See article

6 Guided walk; Templars’ Chapel etc.

Meet West Burton Green 1.00 pm
8 YDNPA Planning Committee
Middleham Key Centre 10.30 am
9 L.V.A. Annual Bike Ride. See box
10 Election for European Parliament

13 Guided walk; Hawes Rural Heritage

Meet Hawes N. Pk. Centre 1.00 pm
15 Coffee morning and stall Hawes

Mothers’ Union; Methodist rooms;

see box
16 Free Day Out for women seeking

work. Dales Countryside Museum.

See article

16 Museum Friends visit to Gawthorpe
Hall, Padiham. 650774 for details

20 N ewbiggin Open Gardens See box

21 Afternoon Tea Askrigg Village Hall.
See box

23 Guided walk; Askrigg & Worton
Meet Askrigg Church 1.00 pm

25 Gala Disco See box

26 HAWES GALA See box on page 3

27 “Pathfinder” day for beginners
Hawes N. Pk. Centre 10.15 am

27 Car boot sale; Tennants. See Box

29 Coffee and Stalls Hawes Methodist
rooms from 10.00 am

30 Trip to Chester See box

July

4 Carperby Open Gardens

WHIT SUNDAY
May 30th
The Church’s birthday. Special service at
St. Andrew’s, Aysgarth (joint with Redmire and
Castle Bolton) 11.00 am, with kite-making for
children, followed by a Mission Walk to
Streethead (for lunch). All welcome.

TRIP TO CHESTER
WEDNESDAY June 30th
Leaving Hawes at 8.30 am
For details or to book a place
ring J. Airey 667722

Friday June 25th
ROCK ‘N’ ROLL GALA DISCO
Hawes Market Hall
Adults only £4.00
From 11.00pm

gﬁ\% ANNUAL L.V.A. BIKE RIDE

For local charities.
Wednesday June 9th

Leaves Leyburn 10.30 am
Arrives Hawes about 3.00 pm

BAINBRIDGE WI
will be hosting an Afternoon Tea in
Askrigg Village Hall at 3.00pm on
Monday, June 21st .
To book ring Carolyn Rukin on 650544
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HAWES MOTHERS’ UNION
Coffee and Stalls
in the Hawes Methodist rooms
Tuesday, June 15th; 10.00 to noon

Open Gardens
NEWBIGGIN-IN-BISHOPDALE
Sunday, June 20th - 12 noon to 5 pm
Contributions of plants and cakes would be
welcomed on the morning Admission £2.50

Car Boot Sale
Sunday 20th June; Leyburn Show Fields
£5 per car, £7 per van for selling
In aid of Pinocchio Pre-school Nursery
Contact Lindsay on 622773

ADVANCE NOTICE
Burtersett Show 2004
Sunday August 1st (Yorkshire Day)
From 2.00 pm
Please watch for further information

HARDRAW
There will be Cream Teas, Tombola and Bake
Stall at Hardraw Church
Sunday May 30th from 2.00 to 4.00 pm
Proceeds in aid of church funds

REMINDER
Thoralby village fete
SUNDAY AUGUST 8TH
This is a change from the usual Saturday

Jts A Knockout!
For the Jubilee Challenge Trophy
Sunday, May 30th
Starts at 7.00 pm
HAWES COMMUNITY FIELD

Bar and Barbegue
Adults £2.50; Children £1.00

(must be accompanied by an adult)
Proceeds in aid of

HAWES CHRISTMAS LIGHTS
Come and enjoy the funv

ELITE CINEMA LEYBURN
JUNE 2004

THURSDAY - SATURDAY
JUNE 3RD - 5STH
AT 5PM ONLY
'SCOOBY-DOO 2 -
MONSTERS UNLEASHED' (PG)

THURSDAY - SATURDAY
JUNE 3RD - 5TH
AT 8PM ONLY
Ben Stiller & Owen Wilson
'STARSKY & HUTCH' (15)

THURSDAY JUNE 10TH
AT 5PM & 8PM
Diane Lane in
'UNDER THE TUSCAN SUN' (12A)

FRIDAY & SATURDAY
JUNE 11TH & 12TH
AT 5PM & 8PM
Emma Thompson in
'IMAGINING ARGENTINA' (15)

THURSDAY - SATURDAY
JUNE 17TH - 19TH
AT 5PM & 8PM
Kate Winslet, Jim Carrey in
'ETERNAL SUNSHINE OF THE
SPOTLESS MIND' (15)

THURSDAY JUNE 24TH
AT 5PM & 8PM
'ZATOICHI' (18)

FRIDAY & SATURDAY
JUNE 25TH & 26TH
AT 5PM & 8PM
Sam Smith, Emily Woof and
Delroy Lindo in
'"'WONDROUS OBLIVION' (PG)

[:] BOX OFFICE:
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